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Hello, friends! 

I want to send out a message of warm thanks and grati-

tude for the community of this congregation.  I remember 

with such fondness how I was welcomed as a new visitor 

so many years ago.  Coming forward to now, I am filled 

with gratitude for those who supported me during these 

three months that I worked with Pastor Shaun, Dorothy, 

and Lukas as one of your staff members at Faith.  My   

prayer is that some of the work I have done in these 

months will continue to serve the congregation in the    

future.  

  

While my time as one of the staff of Faith ends with the 

end of November, I will still be worshipping with you and 

no doubt helping out here and there as I continue to wait 

for my first call.  I expect (hopefully!) to hear news of my 

first call sometime this winter.  Since this is not a time of 

goodbyes, I’ll just say again thank you for your love and 

support as we turn our eyes and hearts to a new church 

year and the Advent season. 

 

Advent is a time full of tension, when we are asked to slow down and listen for the coming of New Life in 

Jesus while we also manage the bustle of the holiday season.  It is a time of gathering and celebration 

while we may also be overwhelmed by grief. In the coming weeks, we will no doubt sing Silent Night,   

potentially many times, while violence continues to rock Jesus’ birthplace.  There are always tensions in 

our lives that seem unresolvable.  To those places of disjunction, let us pray, “Come Lord Jesus.” 

  

As an Advent gift to you, those of us in the Adult Forum on December 19th wanted to share this poem 

we had discussed that day with you, Let the Sun into Your Heart by David Whyte.  This poem is full of the 

tensions we may feel stuck in and yet are resolved and redeemed in Christ; how things hidden and      

unspoken are eventually proclaimed or how the discarded are woven into being shelter for each other.  

May this Advent season and the coming of Christmas be a time of renewal, redemption, and new life 

through Christ in your life and for all the world. 
 

In Christ, 

† Vicar Sarah Toney 

 

 

LET THE SUN INTO YOUR HEART 
 
Be taught now, among the trees and rocks, 
how the discarded is woven into shelter, 
learn the way things hidden and unspoken 
slowly proclaim their voice in the world. 
Find that far inward symmetry 
to all outward appearances, apprentice 
yourself to yourself, begin to welcome back 
all you sent away and be a new annunciation, 
let the sun into your heart and broaden 
your spacious mind, make yourself a door  
through which to be hospitable,  
even to the stranger in you. 
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IN WORSHIP THIS MONTH 
 

 

“And what did you expect?” 

December 3rd - First Sunday of Advent 
The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in 
the Advent prayers: Stir up your power, and come!  Isaiah wants 
God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently  dis-
tant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore.  They are wait-
ing, expectant.  And our Christian posture in Advent is     simi-
lar—waiting for the truth and righteousness of Christ to be born 
again among us. And what did you expect? Let’s turn our hope 
toward the good news that is arriving in God’s promised love. 
 

Greening of the church this 
Sunday following worship!  
 

December 10th - Second Sunday of Advent  
In Advent, as we strive to “keep awake,” we hear from Jesus’ 
forerunner, John the Baptist.  

It is as if he is asking us: And what did you expect?! 

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely  
reorder their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s 
coming.  The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this     
radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to    
repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the 
little ones.  Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up 

our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in wor-
ship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 
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IN WORSHIP THIS MONTH 
 

 

December 17th - Third Sunday of Advent  
Our children show us Advent Art they have been reflecting 
with.  And they pick the hymns of the day,  
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turning our 
mourning into laughter and shouts of joy.  “All God’s children 
got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual.  It is not so much a 
stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, 
clothes we are happy to wear.  We receive that robe in    
baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
 

 
December 24th - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
At our morning service, 9:30am, we keep the theme of Advent. 
It will be a service of the Word.  Here, God keeps the promise 
made to David to give him an everlasting throne.  The angel 
tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. 
She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her 
coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” 
We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed 
still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we 
hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 

 

December 24th - Nativity of our Lord 

Christmas Eve, 8pm Service  

with Candle-lighting 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the 

Christ child.  Isaiah declares that the light of the long-

promised king will illumine the world and bring endless 

peace and justice.  Paul reminds us that the grace of 

God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people.  

The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful 

news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled 

with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to 

share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

Wednesdays, Dec 6th, 13th & 20th 

Advent soup supper begins at 5:30pm 

followed by Evening Prayer Service at 6pm 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

On October 29th, Reformation Sunday, we     
received new members through Affirmation of   
Baptism!  Let it be acclaimed, and we welcome  
with warm hearts: 

 Sigrud Liersch 

 Gordon Lok 

 Rudolf Sommer 

 Jim and Cindy Thompson 

 Matthew Rhiley 

 Erica Wilfrid 
 

God’s Blessings on our New Members and on our life of Faith! 

 

Welcome to 
the Faith 

Community! 
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CONGREGATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

I want to say THANK YOU! to all the volunteers who helped to 

beautify the church property, inside and out.  Our month started 

off with a cleanup of the outside grounds and the inside of the 

church.  On Nov 4th we had 18 eager volunteers participate.  Part 

of them helped fill a 20-yard dumpster to the brim with trash and 

debris from the yard and 2 helped with trash for dumpster on the 

3rd as they were gone on the 4th.  The rest worked inside; dust-

ing, sweeping, cleaning windows, and general cleaning.  It was 

part of God’s Work Our Hands day.  A light lunch was provided for 

the helpers by volunteers.  Everything looks great and we are 

ready for Advent and the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  

-Sonja Dresbach, Property Chair 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS 
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SHARING WITH EACH OTHER 

2023 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

       President:  Ben Pesis                         Vice President:  Eric Weldon 

       Secretary:   Judi Hein     Treasurer:   LindaLu Miller 

  Members at Large:  Jean Carter, Sonja Dresbach,  

           Amy Zimmerman, and Pastor Shaun O’Reilly 

SHARED HARVEST 

Items needed for this month’s assembly are; 28 regular sized Jars of Peanut Butter,  

56 Boxes of Mac n Cheese, 42 Cans of Chicken Noodle Soup, 42 Packets of Powdered 

Milk, and Disposable Razors in unlimited quantities.  Packing will be on Sun, Dec 17th, 

1pm @ Faith Lutheran Reno.  Thank you so much for your support! 

FOOD BANK 

With the recent absence of Eileen Way, the Food Bank held at Faith Lutheran Church 

will take a temporary respite.  The Food Bank will not be held for the months of     

November and December, 2023.  The other locations will help to pick up the shortage 

during this especially difficult time for.  Bless all of you who have participated, some 

for many years!  

-Eileen Way, Food Bank Director 

We are partnering with Elmcrest School for Advent with Angel 

Tree gifts for children in need.  On the bulletin board, in the 

Narthex, each child has a list of wants and needs for you to 

shop for.  Remove the card you wish to purchase for and 

write your name & phone/email on the clipboard list placed 

on the shelf below.  This way no gifts are duplicated.  Wrap or 

gift bag the items and label with the child’s number/card.  The 

gifts need to be returned to the church no later than Sunday, 

Dec 17th.  The lists should be followed so that each child can 

feel loved and heard for their requests.  Not everything on the 

list is required but they ask that each child in a family have a 

similar number of gifts.  For example, the group of child cards 

in #9 are in the same family with the following letter, A,B, … 

representing the children in that family.  ddress any questions 

to Judi Hein or Pastor Shaun.  

Thank you for your support. 

-Judi Hein, Outreach Chair 

OUTREACH 



  

7 
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